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PROGRAMME OF DEVELOPMENT OF COMPETITIVENESS AND ATTRACTIVENESS OF KAUNAS CITY 
CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
1. The purpose of the Kaunas City Competitiveness and Attractiveness Development Programme (hereinafter referred to as Programme) is to partially finance the activities of legal entities increasing the popularity and attractiveness of Kaunas City in targeted markets of incoming and local tourism and working in the markets of transportation of passengers in order to implement one of the strategic goals of Kaunas City Municipality (hereinafter referred to as Municipality) – to plan the directions of long-term strategic breakthroughs of Municipality as well as to set out the measures how to increase competitiveness and attractiveness, and of the city’s development strategic goals – to increase the city’s competitiveness and attractiveness, to improve the city’s image. 

2. Communication and transport sector companies that have actively worked in Lithuania for at least 3 years and (or) that assure connectivity with Kaunas City can participate in the Programme.  
3. In line with the Programme, financial support is given to the applications submitted by companies as indicated in Point 2.  

CHAPTER TWO
AIMS, PRIORITIES AND TASKS OF THE PROGRAMME
4. The aims of the Programme include the following: 
4.1. development and implementation of the programmes creating and promoting  the image of Kaunas as an attractive and hospitable city in the targeted markets of incoming and local tourism;
4.2. achievement of direct connections between Kaunas City and cities in the countries of the targeted incoming tourism, assurance of the quality of connectivity and timely submission of information;    

4.3. partial financing of activity programmes contributing to the city image improvement, incoming tourism promotion and implementation of other independent functions of the municipalities subject to the appropriations to finance the Progranmme as approved in the Municipal budget in the relevant year.
4.4 partial financing of activity programmes contributing to the city business environment image improvement, promotion and assurance of the direct connections between Kaunas City and directions important to business development, assurance of the accessibility and implementation of the other independent functions of the municipalities subject to the appropriations to finance the Progranmme as approved in the Municipal budget in the relevant year.
5. The tasks of the Programme are the following: 
5.1. to encourage mobility of people, promote general culture of people, increase occupation of people; 
5.2. to encourage the implementation of routes to and from the targeted incoming tourism markets of Kaunas City;   
5.3. to spread information about cultural and natural heritage of the city, sports facilities, places of interest, catering, accommodation and entertainment possibilities in the direction of the routes;
5.4. to increase the flows of incoming tourism to Kaunas City: 

5.5. to promote the routes of the target business markets of Kaunas City and their implementation;
5.6. to spread information about the possibilities of city business and investment in the directions of the routes;
5.7. to increase the flows of business trips from and to Kaunas;
6. In line with the Programme, partial financing can be granted to those applications of legal entities that meet the following criteria:
6.1. to applications that meet the following criteria in accordance with the aims referred to in Points 4.1–4 .3:
6.1.1. the continuity of the submitted programmes and long–term effect upon the increase of Kaunas City competitiveness; 
                     6.1.2. the number of direct connections with the targeted incoming tourism markets to and from Kaunas;
                     6.1.3. the average number of offered direct connections with the targeted incoming tourism markets from and to Kaunas per week;   

                     6.1.4. the offered number of places of direct connections with the targeted incoming tourism markets per month;  
                     6.1.5. the number of clients served per year.
6.2. to applications that meet the following criteria in accordance with the aims referred to in Point 4.4:
6.2.1. the continuity of the submitted programmes and long–term effect upon the increase of Kaunas City business environment competitiveness; 

                     6.2.2. the number of direct connections with the directions important to business development to and from Kaunas;
                     6.2.3. the average number of offered direct connections with the directions important to business development to and from Kaunas per week;   

                     6.2.4. the offered number of places of direct connections with the directions important to business development per month;   

6.2.5. the offered number of connection links through the regional transport center ;
                     6.2.6. the number of clients served on the suggested route(s) per year.
CHAPTER THREE 

 PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATION 
7. The funds of the Programme are used to partially finance the applications submitted by legal entities as indicated in Point 2.   
8. The funds to implement the Programme are allotted by the Municipal Council when approving the Municipal budget.
9. The Programme is managed by the Director of the Municipal Administration or by persons authorized by him. 
CHAMBER FOUR 

SUBMISSION AND EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS 
10. Legal entities that want to receive partial financing to implement projects from the funds of the Programme (hereinafter referred to as Applicants), fill in the standard form and attach all the documents indicated in the application.  
11. Applicants submit applications to Division of Development Programmes and Investments of Municipal Administration.  

12. Submitted applications are evaluated by a work group formed by the Decree of the Mayor of the City (hereinafter referred to as the Work Group of Assessment) according to the criteria as indicated in the Programme. The Work Group of Assessment follows the regulations approved by the Decree of the Mayor. 
13. Applications are submitted by the terms and in the order as announced by the Work Group of Assessment. Information about an invitation to submit applications and the order of the submission of applications in accordance with the aims referred to in Point 4 is publicly announced in the Municipal website www.kaunas.lt.
14. Applications are evaluated by the Work Group of Assessment in the order as established in the Regulations according to clear complete evaluation criteria and indices that determine the size of the allotted financial grant to an individual applicant. The form of the assessment of applications is approved by Director of Municipal Administration. The Work Group of Assessment, having evaluated and selected the submitted applications, offers a specific amount of partial financing to Applicants, proportional to the evaluation results and with regards to the appropriations of the Municipal budget as approved by the Municipal Council to finance the Programme in the relevant year. 
15. Having selected the applications for partial financing, the Work Group of Assessment submits a proposal to the Director of Municipal Administration. He delegates a structural division of the Municipal Administration to prepare the draft-project of the Municipal Council’s decision regarding the confirmation of the budget estimate (hereinafter referred to as Budget Estimate) of partial financing according to the Programme.      
16. Not later than during 30 days after the enforcement of the Municipal Council’s decision regarding the confirmation of the Budget Estimate, contracts of partial financing (hereinafter referred to as Contracts) are concluded with selected applicants. Contracts with these applicants are signed by the Director of Municipal Administration or a person authorized by him.
17. The Contract as concluded with the applicant can be extended every year, if the aims and indices as indicated in the Contract are achieved and (or) exceeded, if the chosen measures or aims are relevant to the city, there are funds allotted for the implementation of the Programme in the Municipal budget of that year and the Work Group of Assessment approved of the continuity of such an activity. The total term of the Contract cannot exceed 36 months.  
18. The funds as indicated in the Budget Estimate are transferred in the terms and order as established in the Contract. 

19. The Municipal Council’s decision regarding the approval of the Budget Estimate is announced in the website of Municipality www.kaunas.lt. 
20. The forms of the Application and Contract are approved by Director of Municipal Administration.  

CHAPTER FIVE 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CONTROL 
21. The terms and order of responsibility for the received funds are established in the Contract. 
22. The applicant is responsible for the proper usage of the funds. 

23. The funds that have not been used shall be returned to the account as indicated in the Contract until December 20th of the current year.
24. In case it becomes known that the funds were used not in line with the purpose, the applicant shall return the funds to the account as indicated in the Contract in the order and terms as established by the Contract.
_________________________________

