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	The project «Focus on Youth: Uniting, Informing and Inspiring Professionals and Citizens to Cooperate Towards Stronger Community» was funded with the support of the European Union under the Programme “Europe for Citizens”

	

	Applicable to the Strand 2 “Democratic engagement and civic participation” 
Measure 2.1 "Town-Twinning”


	Participation: The project involved  150 citizens, notably 2 participants from the city of Grenoble (France), 2 participants from the city of Wroclaw (Poland), 4 participants from the city of Cava de ‘Tireni (Italy), 3 participants from the city of Ferrara (Italy), 1 participant  from the county of Vestfold (Norway), 1 participant from the county of Kreis Lippe (Germany), 2 participants from the city of Gdansk (Poland), 5 participants from the city of Riga/Liepaja/Limbazi (Latvia), 10 participant from the city of Bialystok (Poland), 5 participants from Vaxjo (Sweden), 2 participants from Platja d'Aro, Catalonia (Spain) and 125 participants from the city of Kaunas (Lithuania).
Location/ Dates: The event took place in Kaunas (Lithuania) from  19/09/2016  to  23/09/2016
Short description:  

The day of  19-20/09/2016 was dedicated to arrivals and Get-together/ Ice-breakers evening

The day of  21/09/2016   was dedicated to Conference event.

The Programme of the Conference: 

9.30 Welcome Addresses:

Mr. Simonas Kairys, Kaunas City Deputy Mayor 

Mrs. Rasa Snapstiene, Member of City council, Head of Management and community development committee

Mr. Vincenzo Servalli, Mayor of Cava de' Tirreni (video) and Mr. Diego Carratu, Twinning Committee, Cava de' Tirreni, Italy
Moderators welcome speech: 

PhD Jorune Vysniauskyte-Rimkiene, vice-dean of Social sciences Faculty, Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas
9.50 Inspiring young people, Algirdas Stonys, CEO of Telesoftas, Kaunas
10.10 Functional local community as a key for active youth inclusion, Prof. Saulius Nefas, Mykolas Riomeris University, Lithuania

10.30 Possibilities of Kaunas Community Centers to support Youth Initiatives, Prof. Ramunas Navickas, Chairman of Association of Kaunas Community Centers
10.50 Youth support in the county of Lippe, Petra Jürgens, Social worker, Kreis-Lippe, Germany

11.10 Youth at the meeting place, Krzysztof Pokorski and Krzysztof Furtan, Wroclaw, Poland
Introduction of Photo project by Evelina Simkute (silainiaiphoto.com)

11.40 – 12.40 Lunch Break

12.40 The agency of creative engagement for children at risk, Vita Geluniene, Chair of „Zemieji Sanciai“ local community, Kaunas, Lithuania, Ed Caroll, Member of „Zemieji Sanciai“ local community

13.00 The power of empowerment, Tone Helen Jørgensen, Vesfold, Norway
13.15 Human value: The socioeducative work in the municipality of Castell-Platja d’Aro, Anna Viñas and Pilar Poyatos, Spain
13.40 Peer counseling as social support: Vytautas Magnus university case

PhD Jorune Vysniauskyte-Rimkiene, Kaunas, Lithuania

Ingrida Rasciuviene, Social worker Kaunas city social services center 

14.00 Tjejer Emellan - is about growing together with others, Lotta Roswall, Växjö, Sweden

14.15 Youth: a resource that the City can’t waste, Forum dei Giovani members, Cava de Tirreni, Italy

14.30 Enabling youth people to find or take their place in society, Sebastien Eychenne and Charles Berardi, Grenoble, France
14.45 Youth policies: Disengaged NEET - a possible path, Ferrara, Italy

15.00 Open Discussion
The evening of 21/09/2016 was dedicated to Kaunas Youth Awards ceremony, where all participants, together with locals were invited to celebrate youth awards and to greet young people and active Youth NGOs. 

The day of 22/09/2016 was dedicated to study visits and discussion about Youth councils:

10.00 Participants went to Kaunas University of Technology Start up center for students to promote entrepreneurship. We learned about good methods that lead student’s ideas to private business. Some well-known companies, special mobile apps or game industry companies were created in this Start up. Director Mr. Donatas Smailys gave a short introduction on how it is important to give space for students to develop their ideas.

11.00 The group went to nonprofit NGO “Kaunas VII Fort”, to discover new 3D printing machine that will be used to introduce children and young people with laser technique, to give more detailed introduction to physics and science in general. Kaunas VII Fort is working not just as a museum but also as a nonformal education space to spend time after school and participate in interesting activities - learn chemistry, math, physic, art, using methods that are not boring but unique instead. 
12.00 Visiting Kaunas Zalgiris sport arena. Exploring the technical possibilities of local infrastructure for gathering community and inviting to use open spaces in town. 
14.00 This time was dedicated to the meeting of local partner institutions who had joint their efforts to organize the event to evaluate the benefits received from the project and to discuss the areas of interest which need further elaboration and might serve as ideas for further projects.

Introduction on local youth councils of Kaunas (Lithuania), Gdansk (Poland), Riga (Latvia). Later we had open discussion on how politics and youth councils can cooperate to give young people voice and floor to speak their ideas and problems. What’s the role of local community in active youth participation? How can safe neighborhood influence young people actions to become more responsible for their environment?
19.00 European quiz game – together with Kaunas Europe Direct Office and volunteers, we did European Quiz game during the dinner and discovered what we know about European Union and Europe’s history. 
The day of 23/09/2016 was dedicated to evaluation of the meeting. 


